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m éé & have always loved this house because

it has a permanently open view," says

interior designer Debi Yeung-Salansy

of her Lamma home. “We don't really
see any other houses, just trees and sky from most
windows, and a gorgeous view from the roof”

The three-storey house is in the village of Tai Peng,

a short uphill walk from the main village of Yung Shue
Wan. Yeung-Salansy and husband Gilles bought the place
in 2006, when it was three individual apartments, each
700 sq ft and each with three bedrooms.

“We dido't really need to live in the whole block” says
Yeung-Salansy “So we decided to rent the ground floor
out” Originally, the couple created a two-storey duplex by
knecking out the walls in the internal stairwell, opening
up the top floor to create an open-plan sitting room and
kitchen aree and renovating the master bedroom.

However, when two children became three and the
tenants left, the couple decided to reclaim their space.

“We knocked down everything on the ground floor,”

Island life

Far from the madding crowds, an interior
designer has created a tranquil family space.

Words: Viv Jones / Fistures: John Butlin / Stylng David Roden
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says Yeung-Salansy. ‘Tt was so completely open that
our neighbours thought we were making a garage!”

When it came to planning the space, the family's
lifestyle was paramount. “We love having friends
around and we have lots of parties,” says Yeung-
Salansy. “Both Gilles and I love cooking, so an open-
plan kitchen with a big dining area was a must.”

The kitchen is 2 stylish mixture of simple white
units and a solid concrete breakfast bar, where the
children do their homework or help with the cooking.
“An open-plan kitchen is perfect for us to chat with
Iriends while we're cooking,” she adds.

To the side of the kitchen is a music room. "We
went to a friend’s party in Sai Kung and my husband
fell in love with the music studio on the roof When we
decided to renovate, he asked if I could include some-
thing like that for him in the plan. In order to keep the
whole area open, I got the builders to build glass walls
with my favourite black iron. It was double the price

1Sitting area The bench and large side table were bought in Macau from a shop that has since closad, The
leather sofa (HK$S,000) 15 from ikea (varlous loca tions; www.ikeacom,.hk), The black |eather armaehair
was a gift, and the ehest and red floor lamp belanged to a friend's grandmothar. The small eoffee tabla (in
the centre) was purchased for HKE700 from Zhonghua Rul Antigue Furniture (Eiji Tanzhou Industrial Area
1, Zhengshan, Guangdong, tel: +86 0760 8633 0652). The bookshelf was designed by Debl Yeung-Salansy
of Debi Yeung knterior (tel: 2004 7297 and built by her former helper for HK3200. The silk rag was bought
at Central Cottage Industries Emporium (www.eottageemporium.iny in New Delhi, India, for HKE1S, 500
The floral cushions (HKE400 each) are from G.O.0. (various locstions; waww. god .com.hik). The ceiling fan is
from SMC (HKEL 88C; waww:smefans.com). The photograph montage was printed and mounted for

HIEL 200 by Color Six (wwwcolorsix.com).

2 Garden room The sofz bed was bought from Ikea for HK3Z2450, The folding doors cost HEE28,000,
Inciuding Installation by Dabl Yeung Interior, The bamboo fenee (HKE7 9007 came from LIft Lifestyle (Unit
B. 2/F, Cheung Hing Industrial Building, 12 Smithfield, Kennedy Town, tel: 3007 0386). Yeung-Sslansy
mate the long outside bench from an old door, which she stained and treated. The other bench (HKES00)

was bought from Asiaxpat (www.asiaxpat com)

3 Kitehen The kitehen units cost HKEES 000 from German Pool Kitehan (22 Marrison Hill Road, Wan Chag,
tak 310 20307 The polished concrate werktop wasinstalled by Debi Yeung Interior for HKES, 000, The

of aluminium, but the results are very satistying.” stocls, HKES0O each, are from Ikea.
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Good life

Living an island life meant a large patio was essential,
Yeung-Salansy ereated a tranquil outside space that
blends elements of bamboo, concrete and pebbling.

“I hated having sand all over the house when we
came back from the beach, so [ was determined to
have an outdoor shower,” she savs.

By using the same slate tiles as the patio in the
ground-floor guest room, Yeung-Salansy has been able
to bring the outdoors in and create a greater sense
of space. Furnished with a sofabed, the room canbe
screened off or the bi-fold doors can be opened wide to
extend the patio. “T always think having 2 room purely
for guests is a bit of 2 waste of space,” she says.

The newly renovated house works perfectly for
Yeung-Salansy's growing family. On the ground floor,
the large dining room and kitchen are the hub of the
home. The sitting and living area oceupies the top floor
and enjoys the best views, On the level in between are
the bedrooms.

“T couldn't give up the living room on the top floor
because ithas the best views, even though I'd like to
have it claser to the dining room,” says Yeung-Salansy.

Although there were nightmares along the way,
ineluding the builder constructing the concrete work-
top 2+4em too low for a dishwasher to fit beneath *'We
were prepared to have the whole floor dug up, it he
managed to cut out just enough concrete to slide the
dishwasher in."}, Yeung-Szlansy is more than happy
with the renovation.

“We all love the open kitchen and my husband is
very pleased to have a room just for his guitars.”

4 Music room A highlight of the renovated nome for Yeung-Salansy's husband, Gilles, s the
music rocm, which features glass walls, black iron frames and furniture from Zhonghua Rui
Antigue Furniture,

5 Master badreom The double bed and bedsid e tables were bought in Macau years ago.
The artwork was from 2 Hollywood Road shop that iz nolonger open. The rugs were boaught
years ago from IKea, The dothes stand (HKEL700% and basin (HKE300) werz from
Zhonghua Rui Antigue Furniture, which also custom made the dresser (HKET,800),

& Bathroom The celling light (HKE2 600) was from Manhattan Lighting {20 Morrison Hill
Road, tel: 2572 511 The bath (Kohler, HK$4, 2007, sink (Roca, HKE2,.200) and toilet
(Kehler, HKE3, 6007 came from Delta Sanitary (368 Lockhart Road, Wan Chai, tel: 2573
9773). The tiles (Crocatile, HKE348 for 80cm x 60cem) came fram Pacific Tiles Collection
(187 Lockhart Rosd, tel: 2B66 80804 The bath mat (HKS400) was from G.0.0. and the towel
rail 1s an old bamboo fad der,

7 Outdoors The teak table and chairs, bought second hand for HK$1 200, wer e treated and
stalned by Yeung-Salansy. The glass carate and Monkey Business bottle holder were gites,

B Stairwell The char (HK$2800) came from Zhonghua Rul Antique Furniture, The
photograph s were printed and mounted on canvas for HKEL 200 by Color Six
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